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Waterville, Maine

Academic year sees numerous hateful incidents amid College development
By James Burnett
News Editor

Colby has undergone
many changes this year.
Many of the goals set
forth by the College in
the Dare Northward
campaign are coming
to fruition: the Bill and
Joan Alfond Main Street
Commons was successfully opened to students,
the new Colby Athletics
Center is nearing completion, and the acceptance rate dropped from
13 percent last year to
9.5 percent.
However, the school
year has also been characterized
by
several
hateful and discriminatory incidents targeting
marginalized groups on
campus. Four swastikas have been drawn on
campus since February.
The anti-Semitic symbols
were found scratched
into elevators in Dana
Residence Hall and Anthony-Mitchell-S chupf
Residence Hall.
A racist theme party
on Nov. 2, “Akon Day,”
was hosted by Colby students living downtown.
A subsequent email from
the Student Government
Association (SGA) to
students explained, “At
this party, white students
chose to dress as ‘convicts’ in orange jumpsuits, with big gold hoop
earrings and big gold
chains. Some also chose
to write the word ‘AFRICA’ across their bodies and draw fake tears

on their faces (a symbol
heavily related to gang
culture.)” The email added that students chanted
‘Africa, Africa, Africa,’
in the halls of the downtown dorm.
In response to the party, the administration
held three Community

The school
year has also
been characterized by several
hateful and
discriminatory
incidents targeting marginalized groups
on campus.
Conversation dinners. At
these events, students,
administrators and faculty discussed race, privilege and accountability at
the College. Provost and
Dean of Faculty Margaret McFadden explained
the conversations were
held as part of an effort
to respond to “incidents
of bias that occurred on
campus this year.”
Another important topic
of conversation on campus
this academic year was the
existence of fraternities and
other secret underground
organizations at the College. After a student posted
on the Civil Discourse to
describe part of the recruit-

ment process for a secret
society, Erosophian Adelphi,
the College hired lawyer and
former police sergeant Jon
Goodman to conduct an
external investigation into
underground Greek life.
Dean of the College Karlene
A. Burrell-McRae ’94 asked
students to help with the investigation by providing evidence to Goodman.
When Students4Change
distributed a zine containing alleged information about underground
Greek organizations at
Colby on April 12, the
group received a number of threatening, hateful messages. One racist
message, which the group
published on Civil Discourse, threatened the
group with physical violence for publishing the
address of a fraternity
lake house.
In an email to students
on April 25, President
of the College David A.
Greene announced that
the College had “identified the individual who
submitted this post, and
that student was immediately removed from campus and suspended indefinitely while undergoing
disciplinary review.”
After more than two
months, Goodman’s investigation remains ongoing. However, Burrell-McRae
emailed
students on May 6 announcing that, “ The investigation thus far has
been productive and has
yielded clear and compelling evidence about

underground fraternity
and secret society operations at Colby.”
Burell-McRae said Goodman has interviewed more
than 20 individuals and
has “reviewed physical and
electronic evidence.” She
added that the investigation
will be completed by the
end of this academic year.
SGA went through a period of uncertainty this
year when both President
Tayler Haberstock ’19 and
Vice-President Sam Lee ’20
resigned on Feb. 19 and Feb.
24, respectively. Haberstock
had been asked by Burell-McRae to resign due to
his involvement in a Men’s
Lacrosse “Wine Party” that
took place on Jan. 17.
Haberstock— a member of the lacrosse
team— had volunteered
to be a “sober monitor”
at the party, according
to a statement he made
at a meeting on Feb 17.
Haberstock said the party got “out of hand” and
six students who attended the party were transported to the hospital
that night.
Seniors who attended
the wine party were suspended for the first four
games of the season.
Lee resigned five days
later. At a meeting on
Feb. 24, she said that
she would “not be an
effective leader right
now”
and
explained
that she needed to focus
on herself.
On March 3, the SGA’s
Presidents’
Council
elected Matthew Garza

’20 and Ashlee Guevara
’21 to ser ve as co-presidents for the rest of the
academic year.
This year, conversation
also focused around the
College’s efforts to ensure
that students and faculty
can vote in Waterville.
Four days before the
midterm election in November, 165 ballots from
members of the College
community were challenged on the basis of incorrect registration.
The ballots were challenged because when

SGA went
through a
period of
uncertainty
this year when
both President
Tayler Haberstock ’19 and
Vice-President
Sam Lee ’20
resigned on
Feb. 19 and
Feb. 24, respectively.
registering to vote, these
individuals listed their
four-digit P.O. box code
instead of a residential
address. The effort to
challenge the ballots was
led by Maine State HD110
Candidate and Oakland
resident Mark Andre.

In an email to students on
April 30, Greene explained
that 77 of the challenged
voters “appeared at a hearing with the city registrar to
provide additional evidence
that they met the residency
requirements for voting.”
All 77 of those voters were
then certified to cast ballots
in Waterville.
However, the challengers brought the case to the
Maine Supreme Judicial
Court. On March 11, the
chief justice of the court
dismissed the case.
The challenge did not
end there. From May 1 to
May 3, the Waterville Voter
Registration Appeals Board
held a series of public hearings to hear from Waterville
residents. Colby students
and professors testified, and
a lawyer representing Colby
College attended.
In an email to students,
Greene explained that “the
Appeals Board voted unanimously to deny the appeal
of those challenging the
right of many Colby students, faculty, and staff to
vote in local elections.”
Greene added, “This is
an important outcome to
protect the legal rights of
voters in the city.”
As the academic year
winds to a close, Vice President and Dean of Student
Advancement C. Andrew
McGadney announced to
students on Tuesday that
the commencement speaker will be television writer
David E. Kelley and the
baccaluareate speaker will
be civil rights attorney
Mary L. Bonauto.

Students celebrate handmade goods at Makers Market
By Claire Borecki
News Reporter

Colby students held a popup Makers Market in Foss
on Sat. May 4. The event
was sponsored by the Student Government Association. Students and faculty
enjoyed an afternoon of free
food, drinks, live music, and
the opportunity to enjoy and
purchase artwork and various
other creations from their fellow students.
Items included baked goods
and other food, clothing, jewelry, and various forms of studio
art. There were also several performative pieces, which were
given over an open mic.

Joe Yauch ’19 of the Colby
Woodsmen’s Team was selling
wooden crafts. Next to him,
Alex Berardo ’19 sold both
paintings and a collection of
clamshell candles. Samuel
Onche ’22 sold detailed drawing that brought in a crowd
by mid-afternoon. Miranda
Shao’s “The bar” sold a variety
of different dessert bars.
Grant Santos ’19, who performed at the market, said the
most memorable part of the
day was an impromptu performance of “Put Your Records
On” with Jayla Moss ’22. “It
was an incredibly cool experience and I was proud of her for
being so brave,” Santos said.
Kacey LaBonte ’19, who led

efforts to organize the event,
said, “The market surpassed
my high expectations and
I’m hopeful that future makers at Colby will continue to
have the space and support to
keep creating.”
Sarah Vandal ’19, who
also organized the event,
said the Makers Market was
a “great success and I look
forward to seeing this event
evolve and hopefully grow
next year.”
Sam Gould ’21, who came
to visit the Makers Market
with friends, said “The artwork is really impressive…
I’ve had a great time getting to
appreciate artists at Colby I’ve
never met before.”

Claire Borecki | The Colby Echo
Samuel Onche ’ 22 sold and displayed his artwork at the Makers Market in Foss on Sat. May 4.

Claire Borecki | The Colby Echo

Claire Borecki | The Colby Echo
More of Onche’s work. The Makers Market was sponsered by the Student Government Association.
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Goldfarb Center hosts inaugural Freedom of
Expression Symposium about immigration
By Sonia Lachter
News Reporter

Colby’s Goldfarb Center for Public Affairs held
its inaugural Freedom of
Expression Symposium on
May 5 in Pulver Pavilion.
The Center invited students to submit proposals
for poster presentations
which were then narrowed
down to ten proposals by a
panel of three judges. The
students behind these ten
proposals, a mix of individuals and partners, presented their research proposals to the judges and to
student voters in Pulver.

how original their presentation was. Ozols said, “I
think [we have] originality
in terms of a solution that
really hasn’t been tackled
before and haven’t really
thought about in terms of
the US Senate and House.
Really anyone in the political realm of our country
hasn’t really thought about
climate refugees. Cities like
Miami will be sunk in the
next few decades and that’s
a reality, that’s a fact. And
no one’s really thinking
about where those people
are going to go... unless we
start taking steps now it’s
going to be too little, too

on the Southern border
of the United States to the
Echo, stating that, “the wall
which President Trump
has declared through a
national emergency to
build is not the best solution to creating a way of
legal immigration. Rather, we need to, as a 21st
century nation, really use
the 21st century knowledge we possess, that
being the IFTs.”
Alexander has real-life
experience with IFTs,
which prompted his use of
them in his proposal. He
commented, “I visited the
part of Arizona where they

Sonia Lachter | The Colby Echo
Students gathered in Pulver Pavilion on May 5 to see the finalists’ presentations.

Four finalists were selected to advance to the
next round based on student votes and the judges’ deliberations. After
presenting again to the
judges, a runner up and
winner were selected, the
former receiving a $500
prize and the latter earning $2,000. The other two
finalists won $250.
The topic of this year’s
Symposium was immigration. The Goldfarb Center
incorporated this theme
into its events throughout
the year, hosting lectures
including ones by Harvard
Professor of Education Roberto Gonzales on his book
DacaMented: Lives in Limbo;
Alejandro Mayorkas, who
implemented Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA) while working for
President Obama; and Jose
Miguel Vivanco of Human
Rights Watch.
This year’s topic of immigration produced a variety of proposals from
students. The winning proposal, which Alex Ozols
’22 presented with Andrew
Ordentlich ’22, focused on
environmental refugees.
Ozols told the Echo, “Basically a climate refugee is
someone displaced from
their home by climate change
and really New Zealand is the
only country that has something in place about this.
And we thought the United
States is going to be affected by climate change, rising
sea levels, so from a policy
standpoint they should really be thinking about what
is something we can put
in place now for the next
20 years that’ll be making
change in the next 20 years.”
Ozols thought that he
and Ordentlich had a good
chance of winning due to

late when it happens.”
In reflecting on how his
proposal has been influenced by his time at Colby,
Ozols recalled that for his
first year Writing 1 course,
he did a research paper on

The winning proposal,
which Alex
Ozols ’22
presented
with Andrew Ordentlich
’22, was on
the topic
of environmental
refugees.
DACA, which taught him
“how to really do good
research and essentially
put together real solutions
and present a real problem
that is definitely solvable
and definitely achievable
in this generation. And I
think my W1 has helped
me a lot with reading really dense articles and dense
policies to effectively put
out a good solution of how
to combat climate change.”
Lukas Alexander ’22 explained his policy proposal
of implementing Integrated Fixed Towers (IFTs)
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have been implemented
and had the unique opportunity to talk with Customs and Border Patrol
agents there and discuss
with them their experiences with it and the effectiveness that it has brought
to the agency there.
And they said it’s been
enormously successful.”
Beyond the functionality of IFTs, Alexander sees
a value in his proposal
because he believes they
are “a compromise for Republicans and Democrats,
not something that is very
polarizing like the current
political state.”
Mellanie Charar ’21 and
Erik Tacam-Tzunun ’21
used their proposal to advocate for the amendment
of international law on political asylum. As Charar
outlined, currently, “the
[United Nations 1951]
definition for political
asylum is persecution on
account of race, religion,
nationality, political opinion, and so on. So those
are problems that are happening but they’re not the
modern problems that are
happening right now. The
problems that are right
now happening are gang
violence, kidnapping, human trafficking, and climate migrants... Because,
mainly, people flee from
gang violence and they
continue to the United
States. They’re often rejected because it’s not considered persecution.”
Tacam-Tzunun
said
“there’s many reasons why
people are trying to leave
their home countries to go
to the United States, but
these factors are not being considered in the code
book nowadays. So that’s
why we’re trying to expand
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the codebook for political
asylum so that we could
consider these modern factors for why people leave
their home nations and
come to the United States.”
Outlining their research
process for their proposal,
Charar said that in addition
to Pew Research Center and
US Census data, two of her
sociology courses at Colby
have focused on migration.
In addition, Tacam-Tzunun
explained, “We also talked to
[Assitant] Professor [of Government Lindsay] Mayka.
She focuses on Latin American politics. So we spoke
to her to ask for advice and
I’m taking a class with her
right now, ‘Latin American
Politics.’ In that class, we’re
talking about the immigration problem right now so
this perfectly ties in with the
project. So we spoke to her
about how to address this issue of political asylum in the
United States.”
Chloe Powers ’19 used her
proposal to focus not on immigration policy but on larger conceptions surrounding
immigration, specifically as
expressed through the Symposium itself. Powers told
the Echo, “Looking at this
contest, I saw a couple major issues with the way it’s
being set up. First of all, the
prompt we were given is ‘immigration is a double-edged
sword.’ Which I think is a
pretty loaded way of talking
about immigration because
it implies a kind of violence
or that there’s something
dangerous about migration.
Which is pretty in-line with
a lot of popular discourse
around migration, which
is depicted as something
that’s uncontrollable and
violent, you see words like
‘hordes’ and ‘swarm’ being
used a whole lot, which are
pretty derogatory.”
Powers said, “I think that
just describing it as a double-edged sword, that it im-

plies that is both a benefit in
some ways and also a problem. The only people for
whom it is a benefit and the
drawback are folks who can
maybe gain something from
immigration in terms of eco-

“The prompt
we were
given is ‘immigration
is a double-edged
sword.’
Which I
think is a
pretty loaded way of
talking about
immigration because
it implies a
kind of violence or that
there’s something dangerous about
migration.”
Chloe Powers ‘19

nomic benefit but also may
oppose it on xenophobic or
racist grounds and so to do
so I think is white supremacist and fascist. And so I want
to call attention to that.”
Powers also focused on the
title of the Symposium being
“Freedom of Expression.”
She commented, “we all
know how freedom of speech

has become a really polarized
issue and the way it’s particularly been taken to protect
hate speech in the US. And
so... really there should be no
platform for fascists and folks
who are looking to basically
impart violence on already
marginalized communities.”
Powers’
proposal
is
based closely on her thesis
through her Anthropology
major and her eight months
working on the Greek island of Lesvos, which she
describes as “one of the
borders where I think the
majority of folks going into
Europe in the ongoing migrant crisis have travelled.”
Drawing
on
this
work and anthropological scholarship, Powers’ stance on the “double-edged
sword”
of
immigration is, “to take
an anti-racist and anti-fascist and decolonizing approach to borders
and immigration policies
more broadly is to participate in their undoing and
I propose a fairly straightforward set of policy
changes: to abolish ICE,
open the borders, and
recognize the freedom of
movement as an inalienable human right. Which
I think is a bare minimum
for creating a world that is
a little more just.”
Chasity McFadden ’20, a
co-chair of Goldfarb’s Student Engagement Committee, told the Echo that
the goal of the Symposium
is “to allow students ideas
to circulate on these hot
topic issues.”
McFadden commented
that the most difficult part
of organizing the event was
effectively publicizing it.
McFadden explained that
the reasoning behind having a monetary prize for
the winners was “To incentivize students to participate. And it did, we have
students participating.”

Courtesy of Colby College
The winner of the Symposium received a $2,000 prize, while the runner up received $500.
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Appeals Board rules to count contested votes

of Colby community members on plastic bag issue
By Ethan Schuler
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Local and Features Editor

ported the challenged voting rights of College community members. Colby
President David Greene
praised the decision in an
e-mail sent out to Colby
students, faculty and staff.

Courtesy of Sydney Koeplin
The Waterville Voter Registration Appeals Board upheld the plastic bag ban after counting contested Colby votes.

While many College
community
members
seemed to support the
plastic bag referendum,
Uchida stressed that the
College did not have an
official stance on the measure. Rather, official opinions were solely related to

College students, faculty,
and staff ’s voting rights.
“The College took no
position on the plastic
bag referendum,” Uchida
stated. “Instead, Colby
focused on the threat to
disenfranchise the votes
of students, staff and fac-

ulty, and directed time,
effort and resources to
protect their fundamental right to vote. We hope
this decision will foreclose future challenges to
the rights of our students,
faculty and staff to vote
in Waterville.”

New bill expands welfare for non-citizens
B y E mily P rice

Local News Reporter
A new welfare reform
bill in the state of Maine
will increase access to
programs for legal noncitizens and asylum seekers.
With new Governor Janet Mills in favor of more
open immigration laws
than the previous administration, new legislation
has been introduced to
help facilitate the integra-

tion of legal non-citizens
and asylum-seekers into
the Maine community.
On Friday, April 12,
immigration reform ad-

tem to those “navigating
a confusing and overburdened federal immigration system,” according to
the Portland Press Herald.

April 25, a legislative
committee in Augusta endorsed a bill that would
offer healthcare and social
benefits to asylum-seek-

non-citizens and asylumseekers to receive food
assistance,
MaineCare
health care coverage, and
financial assistance. The

proposal; four Republicans
voted against it, according
to the Press Herald.
The bill is designed to
make more people living
in Maine eligible for
welfare programs and
state social support.
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designed to
make more
people living
in Maine eligible for welfare programs
and state social support.
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Paw Pals helps local animals find permanent homes
By Heather Jahrling

Local and Features Reporter

Since 1970, the Waterville Humane Society
(HSWA) has served as a
safe haven for animals
in need. With a current
placement rate of 97.5%,
HSWA takes pride in
sheltering animals until
they find a permanent
home by educating the
community and advocating for animal rights.
However, to accomplish
all of these goals, volunteers are much needed.
Through the Colby Volunteer Center, a studentrun program called Paw
Pals assists the humane society every week. Program
leaders Olivia Wright ’19
and Sammy Attia ’19 started volunteering at the humane society their first year
at Colby by walking dogs
and socializing cats. As
their involvement with the
humane society grew, the
students took on leading

the program. As program
leaders, Wright and Attia
help students get involved
in volunteering by providing information on organizations, volunteer applications, transportation to the
shelter, and more.
On their reasoning behind contributing to the
program, Attia remarked
that, “the shelter is incredibly valuable to the
Waterville
community
and helps tons of animals
find permanent homes.”
Paw Pals volunteers are
asked to contribute one
to two hours a week.
Wright
commented,
“when you sign up for a
volunteer shift, you can
decide exactly what you
want to help with!”
This flexibility allows
volunteers to select what
fits their availability and
comfort zone the best.
The types of volunteering include walking dogs,
socializing cats, helping
with laundry, cleaning,

feeding, and more. Each
position is valuable, and
most require minimal
training. For example,
after attending one dog
walking class, a volunteer
can come anytime to the
shelter to walk the dogs.
Walking helps socialize
and tire them out. Attia
commented, “volunteers
are crucial in making the
animals more adoptable.”
If a student is not a
dog or cat person, there
are still many other opportunities
available.
Small animal care focuses on bunnies, guinea pigs, rats, and other
small critters. This position entails cleaning the
animals’
environment
and feeding. Wright
stated, “little tasks such
as changing a load of
laundry can help them
in big ways, the shelter is
always very busy so daily
upkeep can sometimes
be hard.”
If students want to take

part in Paw Pals in a less
conventional, but equally
important way, they can
help spread the humane
society’s message, or assist
in the office with mailings
and phone calls.
Wright commented on
the status of the shelter,
saying “the shelter has
seen a lot of change in recent years and has grown
in a lot of different ways,
with a new online volunteer sign-up platform, lots
of fun activities to engage
the community, and a lot
more outreach to let everyone know what’s happening at the shelter.”
This past fall, Paw Pals
organized a few events for
Save Your Shelter Month
to help fundraise. Facing
possible closure due to low
funding, the humane society depended on donations
to stay open. To help keep
the doors open, Paw Pals
worked with the director
of the shelter to bring kittens to campus as a stress-

buster for students and a
way to raise money.
Attia shared that “the
event far exceeded our
expectations, and we
raised $400 in two hours,
to add onto other funding from events throughout the month!” The
shelter ended up raising
its goal of $250,000 and
will stay open.
Both Attia and Wright
have enjoyed their ex-

perience so much at the
humane society that both
plan on finding a shelter
to volunteer at post graduation. They encourage
all who are interested in
spending time around
animals and giving back
to the community to join.
If you are interested in
volunteering, email the
program leaders for next
year: Delaney Wood or
Mairead Farrell.

Courtesy of Waterville Humane Society Staff
OliviaWright (left) and Sammy Attia (right) present the check to the Humane Society.

Maine Town Showcase: Boothbay Harbor
By Dominic Giardini

News and Local Repor ter

Boothbay Harbor, a
coastal gem worth making the trip to discover,
is located just an hour

away from campus. The
beautiful town and its
surrounding area, while
small, boast an impressive collection of quiet
attractions that work excellently for a day trip.

Courtesy of Dominic Giardini
Boothbay Harbor is a beautiful coastal destination just one hour from campus.

Driving into the harbor, visitors must first
work their way through
Wiscasset, which functions as a bottleneck
just prior to a bridge
over
the
Sheepscot
river, often prompting
some formidable traffic
jams. However, making a stop in Wiscasset right before seeing
what Boothbay has to
offer can also be worthwhile, as the tiny town
hosts one of the state’s
most famous seafood
shacks, Red’s Eats. Having served an impressive list of celebrities
in the past, Red’s most
notably offers massive lobster rolls. In
an interview with the
Echo, Suzanne Singer
’20 fondly recalled the
characteristically long
line at Red’s.
“[Standing] at Red’s
is an iconic summer-inMaine experience. It’s
nice to know when you’re
waiting in that sometimes two hour-long line
that a half pound of lobster is waiting for you
at the end. Plus, you get
lots of samples of fried
clams along the way.”
Colby students can
benefit from living
on campus during the
time between summer
stores opening up and
the initial tourist rush

From the Archives

coming in, beating the
long waits (though
somewhat missing out
on the full experience).
The remaining drive
into Boothbay offers
stunning views of the
ocean, with incredible
ocean outlooks at seemingly every turn.
Once reaching Boothbay, there are a few destinations in particular
to check out. One of the
most prominent attractions, enjoying patronage
from the familiar names
of the Alfond family, are
the ever-updating Botanical Gardens. The Gardens
require a small fee to
walk along the expansive collection of flowers
and vegetation planted
throughout, including a
trail that leads through
the forest down to the
ocean. The gardens serve
as a place for passive enjoyment but also include
activities to be enjoyed by
adults and children alike.
“Strolling through the
botanical gardens is one of
my favorite things I’ve done
in Boothbay, especially
in the middle of the summer when you can see all
of the fairy houses that the
vacationing kids have built
in the middle of the forest
there. It reminds me of vacationing in Boothbay as a
kid,” Singer remembered.
Beyond the renowned

By Ethan Schuler

Local and Features Editor

Botanicals,
Boothbay
offers a collection of
picturesque
walking
spots, including one
at the end of Ocean
Point Road, another
scenic driving experience. Here, walkers can
admire New Englandstyle homes as they traverse the large rocks of
the coastline. Turning
off Ocean Point and
heading towards King
Phillips Trail reveals a
heavily wooded, isolated spot with smaller
homes and even more
ocean views.
The harbor itself offers a short walk between
charming trinket and
clothing stores right by
the ocean, where one can
sit on the boardwalk to
eat, or on a bench overlooking the boats. Whale
watches and tours of the
many islands extending
beyond the harbor are offered here as well. There’s
also an Opera House very
similar to Waterville’s.
Singer’s
personal
summer experience here
has not been entirely on
the mainland, and she
explained to the Echo
that some of Boothbay’s
offerings lay on the surrounding islands, just a
ferry ride away.
“I’ve been going to the
Isle of Springs, right off
Boothbay, since I was

pretty young. There are
only 30 families on the island, most of whom have
owned properties there
for generations. It’s very
pretty and there are some
lovely beachy parts.”
Like Singer, Colby
College alumnus Rob
Campbell ’18 has also
spent time in Boothbay,
but as a lifelong resident
rather than a vacationer.
He provided some insight into what it’s like
living in a place that
makes stark seasonal
changes year after year.
“[Boothbay] definitely feels touristy in the
summer, but places like
Ocean Point and restaurants are still fun to
go to. Lots of the region
works in the tourism industry so people are used
to the population going
way down in the winter
months. Lots of stores
and restaurants close, its
very quiet, and seasonal
workers head to Sugarloaf or elsewhere. It was
normal for me, but might
be an unconventional situation for others.”
As one of the closest coastal destinations
to Colby at just over an
hour away, Boothbay offers an exceptional experience that’s worth
checking out during
an open weekend, even
during the offseason.

As we near graduation,
seniors will be heading to
a variety of places both in
employment and graduate

school. This week, the Echo
looks back 20 years to see
what people at Colby were
doing after graduation.

Arts and Entertainment
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Inside the Colby Dancer’s Final Performance
By Zachary Bergman

“I’m really excited because
I think it’s really engaging for
the entire length of the show,”
Colby Dancers, a stu- Warnock said in an interview
dent-run dance club, is hav- with the Echo. “There’s no
ing its spring
lulls
really,
performance
it’s just dance
on
Friday,
after dance
May 10.
that’s super
“I just love
The club
engaging and
will host two
exciting, and I
watching
shows, one
think that will
dance in genat 7 p.m. and
really excite
one at 9 p.m.
the audience.”
eral, and to
With a total
“ I ’ m
watch all my
of 21 dances,
psyched
to
this will be
watch everyfriends do
the largest
one else, besomething that cause I know
show Colby
Dancers has
how
much
I love is really
ever put on.
hard
work
exciting.”
Each show is
goes into choexpected to
reographing
last approxSteph Fawell ’21 and practicimately one
ing and stagColby Dancer
hour and 20
ing a dance,”
minutes. A
Colby Dancmajority of
ers member
the dances
Steph Fawell
will be featured in both the ’21 said in an interview with
7 p.m. and the 9 p.m. show, the Echo. “I just love watchthough a few will only ap- ing dance in general, and
pear in one of the perfor- to watch all my friends do
mances.
something that I love is really
At the beginning of ev- exciting. And, I’m excited to
ery semester, Colby Danc- show everybody all the hard
ers reaches out to all of its work that I’ve been doing all
members to recruit chore- semester with my groups.”
ographers for its dances.
Fawell is performing in
Members of the club then three dances, one of which
have the opportunity to she choreographed for the
sign up for dances that in- varsity swim and dive team.
terest them. Most groups
“It’s water and swimrehearse for about an hour ming and diving themed,
per week, but the amount which is really fun and silof time spent preparing ly,” she explained.
is at the discretion of the
In addition to the swim
choreographer, according and dive dance, there will be
to Julia Warnock ’19, who three other dances by either
is one of the club’s senior sports teams or different
officers. The club then puts majors. The swim and dive
on a show at the end of each dance is at 9 p.m., while the
semester for everyone to other three are at 7 p.m.
perform their dances.
“Colby Chemistry has
A&E Editor

Courtesy of Julia Warnock
Colby Dancers will be hosting its spring performance this Friday, May 10. There will be 21 dances performed at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. in Page Commons.

a dance this year, which I
believe is including some
of their professors, which
is definitely a new element
to Colby Dancers that I’m
really excited about,” Warnock said. “We also have
the Spanish department
this semester, which has put
on a Latin-American dance
class, so they’re performing
one of their routines.”
Colby Dancers has grown
into one of the largest clubs
on campus over the past
several years. When Warnock, now a senior, joined
the club her first year,
“there were only about 60
or so students, and now we
have hundreds and hundreds of students that are
involved, which is so awesome to see.”
One of the reasons for
the club’s growth, according to Warnock, is how ac-

cessible it is to anyone who
wants to join.
“The cool part about
Colby Dancers is that I
think it’s incredibly inclusive, and it’s open to
students who have all different levels of dance experience,” she explained.
“We have students choreographing that were in
their dance troupes in high
school and danced really
competitively all their life
and are looking to continue their passion for dance
by choreographing for
Colby dancers, and then
you also have people who
have never danced before
who are just looking to get
involved with what I think
is a super fun and engaging
and inviting club.”
When asked why he
joined Colby Dancers,
Charlie Allen ’21 said, “I

was born to dance. Dancing is my life. And Colby

“There were
only 60 or so
students [in
2016], and
now we have
hundreds and
hundreds of
students that
are involved...”
Julia Warnock ‘19
Colby Dancers Senior
Officer

Dancers gives me the opportunity to live my dream

and speak my truth.”
Fawell said she is looking forward to the large
variety of dances that will
be performed on Friday.
“Stylistically, most of
the dances are pretty different,” she said. “We have
a lot of different genres
of dance, from hip-hop,
to tap, to contemporary,
to interpretive, to modern… So I’m excited for
the variety.”
“I think it is an incredibly engaging performance,”
Warnock said. “Each dance
is its own special performance in itself, and Colby
Dancers and the choreographers have worked
so hard throughout the
whole semester to make
this happen, and I think
it’s just something that’s
going to really engage and
captivate people.”

Powder & Wig’s Little Women: The Broadway Musical
B y S arah W arner
A&E Reporter

This past Friday, Powder &
Wig’s final show of the year,
Little Women: The Broadway
Musical, premiered.
Based off of the classic
book by Louisa May Alcott,
the story of the March sisters
was brought to the Broadway

stage by Allan Knee, Mindi
Dickstein, and Jason Howland, who wrote the book,
lyrics, and music, respectively. It was brought to Colby’s own Page Commons by
the show’s director Andrea
Swiderski ’20, a member of
Powder & Wig and long-time
fan of Little Women.
The plot of Little Wom-

en: The Broadway Musical
follows the story of the four
March sisters living in Massachusetts during the Civil
War era. Jo March, the eldest
of her sisters, is a determined
and passionate writer, and
much of the show’s storyline
is grounded in her pursuit
of writing and fiery personality. Swiderski said that Jo

Courtsey of Sarah Warner
Left to right: Brianna LaValle ’22, Piper Dunton ’22, Mairead Farrell ’21 and Bethany Vix ’19 perform Little Women.

March’s determination not
only led her to choose to direct Little Women for Powder
& Wig this year but shaped
her outlook on life.
“When I was in third
grade, I read Little Women
for the first time, and everyone told me I couldn’t
read it because I was nine
and it was 400 pages,” Swiderski said in an interview
with the Echo. “So, really,
I just took on Jo March’s
personality and was like
‘no, you’re telling me I can’t
do this, but I can.’ After
reading that book, I kept
doing that and kept trying
to defy people telling me
that I can’t do something,
so Little Women has really
been a big influence in my
life. It seemed like the perfect choice.”
In Swiderski’s rendition of Little Women: The
Broadway Musical, Jo, Meg,
Amy, and Beth March were
played by Bethany Vix ’19,
Sam Barry ’20, Brianna
LaValle ’22 and Mairead
Farrell ’21. Their mother,
Marmee March, was played
by Piper Dunton ’22.
Working with these actors
as well as the other talented
student actors, musicians
and crew who helped make
the production a reality
was what made doing the

show worth it, according
to Swiderski.
“They’re all such fantastic people. Most of
them I knew beforehand,
but there were quite a
few new people who were

The cast and
crew rehearsed two
or three hours
a day for five
or six days a
week over the
course of two
months in
order to prepare for their
stage debut.
freshmen or who had
never done a show before
and they were all incredible and very fun to work
with,” she said.
Swiderski and the rest
of the cast and crew rehearsed two or three
hours per day for five or
six days a week over the

course of two months in
order to prepare for their
stage debut.
“Not
everyone
was
called for every rehearsal, but as director I was
always there and so were
the stage managers. It
took a lot. But by about a
week before Tech Week,
which is the week before
the performance goes up,
we had been able to do a
full run of the show.”
The week leading up to
the premiere of Little Women was particularly stressful
for Swiderski. Powder &
Wig, as a student-run club,
owns very little of their own
props, sets, and costumes.
They borrow the majority
from the Theatre & Dance
department, meaning they
can only do full dress rehearsals a week in advance.
The Colby Liberal Arts
Symposium (CLAS) was
also happening in the week
before the show premiered
and Swiderski had to cancel
a rehearsal because so much
of the cast and crew was
involved in Arts@CLAS.
However, Swiderski claims
she wasn’t nervous about
their lack of practice.
Swiderski was right to
be confident in her club,
as it put on a great performance last week.

STUDENT ART INSTAGRAM OF THE WEEK: weart_apparrel
CEO of Weart, Torsten Brinkema ’22, started the apparel company to expose young artists to an audience they would normally not have access to. He selects a
new artist every two months and will create apparel showcasing their favorite piece. Proceeds go to the artist. Buy yourself a shirt at www.weartapparel.com
Disclaimer: there are more featured artists to see and purchase, check them out!

Cal Waichler ‘ 21 is a printmaker.

Marin Coletta ‘21, center, is a pen and ink specialist printmaker.

Tanner Boucher ‘19, is a photographer.
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Moving on: Colby seniors look back
on their Mayflower Hill experiences
By Merrill Read
Opinions Editor

As graduation is only a
few short weeks away, I can’t
help but look back at my
four years at Colby. When I
arrived on Colby’s campus,
I thought I had unlimited
time to take advantage of all
that college had to offer. I
feel as though I have taken
advantage of a lot at Colby,
from varsity sports to Mediocre Acapella, but still am
sad to leave Mayflower Hill
and its residents, faculty,
and staff.
Speaking with other seniors, I realized that there
are a lot of varying feelings
heading towards receiving
our diplomas: some are
ready to move on from their
college lives, while others
are nervous for this new
step into adulthood. However, one thing is for sure.
We can look back on our
time at Colby and remember both the high peaks and
the difficult times.
In talking to these seniors, I was curious what
students wished they’d done
differently during their
time at Colby. I went directly to the source and asked
some students of the Class
of 2019 to tell me “What
would you have done differently during your time
at Colby?”

“In all honesty there
isn’t anything
I would do
differently.”

“I would
spend more
time developing relationships with my
professors.
We’re incredibly lucky
to have this
opportunity,
which is not
always the reality at larger
schools.”

“I honestly
don’t think I’d
do anything
differently. I
might have
not let the
little things
bother me,
but even then
that helped
me understand what’s
important.”

Riley Whitmyer

Will Cohen

“I wish I had
been a little
more fearless
in the pursuit
of trying out
all my interests. There
are clubs and
classes I always
told myself I’d
do eventually
that I never
made time for.”

Sophie Wood

Sophia Pelosi

“Trying new
things earlier
during my
four years
here. There
are so many
cool people
and opportunities you
miss if you
don’t step out
of your comfort zone.”
Matt Mitchell
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“If I could
restart my
time at Colby,
I would definately go to
more events
on campus.
At Colby,
we’re lucky to
have the ability to attend
daily lectures,
concerts, art
shows, athletic events,
etc. Not only
are events
like these
entertaining
and educational, they
also serve as
inspiring displays of how
incredibly
talented the
members of
our community are. I’ve
been going to
student concerts for my
music class
lately and I
wish I had
gone to more
over my four
years.”

“I was asked
in an interview: ‘what is
your identity
on campus?’
This question
was difficult
to answer.
I would be
more concious of who
I was here
and value
every minute
on campus.
Thank you for
everything
Colby.”

Ali Raza

“If I could
redo my four
years at Colby
I would take
advantage of
more on campus and of the
clubs and activities Colby
has to offer.”

“I would
have become
involved in
social groups
outside of
athletics. I
would have
loved to be
in the COOT
program, but
field hockey
preseason
didn’t allow
that possibility. I worked
within athletics to help
lessen the divide between
athletes and
non-athletes
at Colby and
I wish I had
become more
involved in
organizations
where I could
have become
closer with
peers outside
of athletics.”

Will Caffey

Kallie Hutchinson

Zack Hale

“I wish I...
traveled on
Colby’s budget, asked
for more
help, didn’t
get parking
tickets, was
closer with
more professors, didn’t
change my
major four
times, joined
Improv, met
more underclassmen, attended COC
trips, met
more Mainers, went to
local events,
went to more
diners, skied
more, created
more, read
more, hiked
more, danced
more, camped
more, worried less, and
high-key wish
I spent more
late nights
with people I
wish I knew
better.”
Meg Forelli

“I wish I
didn’t do eight
semesters as
Sports Editor.”

Drew Ladner

Whether they’re content with
their four years or wish they could
have been more involved, I think
it’s clear that many seniors are realizing what an amazing resource
Colby has been and continues to
be. I hope that underclassmen
read these senior thoughts and really take advantage of everything
Colby offers. Before you know
it, it’s over, and you’ll be walking
across the stage in front of Miller
Library, diploma in hand.

Students on the Street

“What would your class superlative at Colby be?”

“Biggest mooch”
“Most likely to live in a van”
“Most likely to become President”
“Most Handsome”
														
-Aiden Sites ’22		
-Jack Auty ’19		
-Brendan Seiler ’20
-Will Webb ’21

“Most likely to bring oranges to
all of their kid’s soccer games”
-Charlotte White ’22
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Weekend Update

Courtesy of Colby Athletics
The Colby crew team competed hard in Worcester, MA this weekend at the Regional Rowing Championships.

By Aidan Larned
Staff Writer

Crew handles rigorous
competition at New
England Rowing
Championships
This weekend, the Colby
College crew team had a
great outing at the New
England Championships.
Entering the weekend, the
women’s team was ranked
14th in the nation for DIII
women’s rowing.
The First Varsity Eight
team assembled early
in the day and finished
third in their heat,
enough to qualify for the
Petite Final later on in
the day. In the final, they
placed third, pushing
them to ninth overall on
the day for their pool.
They finished ahead of
UVM, Trinity and Mt.
Holyoke, all of which are

May 9, 2019

strong programs.
The Second Varsity
Eight had a great day as
well, placing third in their
morning heat—advancing
them to the Petite Final.
They placed second in
their Petite Final, making
them eighth on the day
and edging out Coast
Guard, Amherst, UVM
and Trinity.
The Third Varsity
Eight team placed ninth
in the morning time
trial and qualified for
the Petite Final as well,
where they finished
second to secure eighth
place overall on the day.
The Men’s Crew team
also competed in the
race. The Third Men’s
Varsity Eight completed
the 1600 meter time trial
with a time good enough
to secure them a spot in
the Grand Final race,
where they placed fifth.

The Second Varsity
Eight finished second in
their first heat, putting
them in the Grand Final
where they finished with
a strong sixth place on
the day.
The First Varsity Eight
placed 12th overall on
the day after a fourthplace finish in the first
heat and a sixth-place
finish in the second heat.
The Mules are looking
strong with their five top
10 finishes this weekend
at a big race. They will
race in Worcester, MA
again next Sunday at the
National
Invitational
Rowing Championships.
Track and Field has four
top five finishes, one
victory at DIII Regional
Championships
Both the men’s and
women’s track and field

Courtesy of Colby Athletics
The women’s track and field team had three top five finishes at the New England Division III Championships.

teams competed at the
Division III Outdoor
Championships this past
weekend at Williams
College. Teams from all
leagues across the region attended, and MIT
eventually emerged with
a victory.
Sage Bailin ’20, who
has had a tremendous
season, continued to impress with a huge win in
the 400 meter hurdles
with a time of 53.52
seconds. Bailin also finished 10th in the 110
meter hurdles event.
Following the meet,
Bailin spoke to the Echo
about what it felt like to win
the 400 meter hurdle event
at the New England DIII
Championships.
“It was a great feeling
to finally win the 400
hurdles at New England
DIIIs,” he said. “My
freshman year, I was

Forum

fourth at the meet, and
last year I didn’t run the
hurdles there because
we were focusing on the
relays, so this was my
first chance in a while
to officially get the New
England DIII title in
my signature event. The
t-shirts were also really
nice this year, which was
an added bonus!”
Tanner Burton ’21 had
a strong sprint showing,
finishing third in the
event with a time of 15.16
seconds. Reeve Maddux
’19 also finished 15th in
the 5000-meter race with
an extremely fast time
of 15:30.41. Benjamin
Smith ’21 placed 17th in
the 200 meter final with
a time of 22.61.
The women’s track
and field team also had
many impressive performances
over
the
weekend. Sophie Stokes

Cerkvenik ’19 placed
second in the 100 meter
hurdles and set a season
personal record (PR).
She also placed fourth in
the 400 meter hurdles,
while Annah Rossvall
’22 set an impressive
PR in this event. Rachel
Leonard ’19 placed fifth
in the 400 meter finals
with an impressive PR
as well, with a time of
1:05.65. Furthermore,
Sharde Johnson ’22
placed seventh in the
high jump and 11th in
the triple jump.
Colby will compete
this weekend at the New
England
Championships, which includes
participants across all
divisions in college athletics. The event will be
taking place next weekend—Friday and Saturday—at Southern Connecticut State University.

Damon’s
Specials

Su-do-ku!

Natural light
and Ice 18pk
9.99++
Naturdays 18pk
9.99++

Damon’s
Discount
Beverages
https://sudoku.game/: Medium.

Want to advertise with the Echo?
Contact Business Manager
Kevin Ahn at kwahn20@colby.edu

WE NOW TAKE CREDIT
AND DEBIT CARDS!
Open Sun.-Wed. until 9 p.m.,
Thurs. until 10 p.m.,
Fri. & Sat. until Midnight

207-873-6228
Damon’s Discount
Beverages
52 Front Street
Waterville, ME
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Women’s Lacrosse earns spot in

national tournament following at-large bid

Courtesy of Colby Athletics

Name: Sage Bailin ’20

Courtesy of Colby Athletics
The Colby women’s lacrosse team celebrates the success on the field that led them to earn a spot in the national tournament earlier this week.

Sport: Track and Field
Hometown: Amherst, MA
Why: Bailin won the 400 meter hurdle at the New England Division III Championships this past weekend.
This performance came off his win in this same event
at the NESCAC Championships one week prior.
Bailin sat down with the Echo to discuss his winning
performance.
Colby Echo (Echo): Could you walk us through what
you were thinking just before the event started?
Sage Bailin (SB): I have really been trying to improve at
focusing myself before races this year, because it helps
me become less nervous and more confident. I knew I
was the fastest runner in the field coming in, so I just
told myself to run my own race and not worry about
the other competitors until the end. I was just trying to
zone in and make sure I had a strong push out of the
blocks to start the race off right.
Echo: Did you ever expect to achieve this level of success during your time at Colby?
SB: Absolutely not. I only started track & field my senior spring of high school, after playing soccer since
kindergarten. Even preparing to walk onto the Colby
team after a successful first season of high school track,
I didn’t really understand track and field enough yet to
realize how much I could improve as an athlete. When
I first got to Colby, I remember my coach, Coach Cusano, mentioning that I had the ability to make nationals, but upon seeing the times that qualified I thought
he was completely insane!
Echo: What part of your team’s weekly preparation do
you find most helpful (or enjoyable)?
SB: I really enjoy the warm spring days when we can
get outside and do 200 meter hurdle reps on the outdoor track. The atmosphere is always really positive
and enthusiastic, and the energy is infectious. It is also
really nice that the coaches supplement the hard workouts with recovery days to keep our bodies fresh and
ready to perform on meet day!
Echo: What has being a member of Colby Track and
Field meant to you?
SB: It has been an amazing experience to be part of the
Colby Track and Field team. I have been surrounded
by great teammates and many of my close friends are
on the team. As a freshman, all of the upperclassmen
really took me under their wing and showed me how to
do things, which has positioned me to take over and be
a leader on the team. Track has also taught me a sense
of commitment to excellence and the drive to succeed.
It has been a great journey so far and I can’t wait to see
where it goes from here!
Echo: Anything else you want to say?
SB: If you want to see us tear up All New England’s this
weekend, tune into NSN [Northeast Sports Network]
Sports Friday and Saturday. Go Mules!

By Kevin Ahn

Sports Reporter

After ending a strong
season with a loss to the
Wesleyan Cardinals in the
quarterfinals of the NESCAC playoff tournament,
the Colby women’s lacrosse
team have received an atlarge bid for the national
tournament.
The game against Wesleyan stayed close throughout, with Colby staying
within two or three goals
throughout the entirety of
the game. Unfortunately,
strong play could not push
Colby through, and Wesleyan ended up winning
the game 14-12. Currently, the Mules are ranked
15th in the country after
a strong season (9-6) that
impressed the Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse
Coaches Association (IW-

CLA) coaches’ poll.
Though eliminated from
the NESCAC tournament—Middlebury Women’s Lacrosse recently won
the championship—Colby
is not out of the national
tournament. Each year,
all of the conference winners across the DIII colleges earn a national bid.
However, because there
are significantly more DIII
schools than either DII or
DI, there are only 11 atlarge bids offered each year
for teams that did not win
their conference. Teams selected for the at-large bid
are judged on a number of
criteria such as strength of
schedule, out of conference
wins and overall record.
Attacker Emma Banks
’20 spoke with the Echo
about the national bid
process.
“We are so excited,” she
said. “In the past the NCAA

has taken four to six NESCAC schools to play in the
national tournament but
six is rare. However, this
year they took six and we
were the sixth! We watched
the selection show together
on Sunday night and we
were the very last team they
announced. As it was winding down, I think people
thought we wouldn’t get
it but then we were called,
and we all went crazy. The
announcer literally said
something like ‘and the last
bid goes to Colby College
from Maine. Those girls
probably can’t even hear
what I’m saying any more
about them because they
are screaming so loud.’”
Now that the team has
made it into the tournament all focus has turned
towards their next game.
The Mules will travel down
to The College of New Jersey
(TCNJ) for the first round

of the NCAA tournament
this upcoming Sunday, May
12. However, Colby has
only played TCNJ once before— back in 2013, meaning this matchup is likely to
be close, as neither team is
familiar with the play style
of the other.
“TCNJ is a strong team
but Amherst beat them,
who we also beat earlier this
year,” Banks said. “We have
to show up if we want to win
but I am confident in the
group of girls. It’s an unreal
opportunity! We had a super focused practice Tuesday and I am looking forward to the rest of the week.”
As the team heads down
for the national tournament
during the final weeks of
the semester they will need
to continue their streak
of focused play to make a
strong impression and be
competitive at the national
tournament.

Baseball closes out season with
doubleheader loss to Tufts
By Mack Fisher
Staff Writer

In their final two games of
the season, the Colby baseball team lost twice against
the visiting Tufts Jumbos.
The Mules went into
their Saturday doubleheader with a record of
10 wins and 17 losses.
They found a tough
opponent in the Jumbos.
The first-place Tufts
baseball team arrived in
Waterville with 25 wins
and only seven losses.
The weather Saturday
was
a
comfortable
springtime temperature,
and flashes of sunlight
warmed
the
excited
gathering of fans and
family
members
at
Coombs field.
The Jumbos were quick
to strike in the first of
their two games. In the
first inning, Tufts’ Peter
DeMaria hit a double to

drive a teammate home.
This first point up on the
board was soon followed
by an onslaught of runs.
In the second inning,
the Jumbos scored three
runs, and in the third,
they scored two more. By
the bottom of the third
inning, the score was a
threatening 6-0 when the
Mules struck back. Senior
Matt Mitchell hit a single that got him on base,
which Keenan Luliano
’19 capitalized on with a
double that brought him
home for the score. The
Mules were unable to
shift the momentum of
the game, however, and
Tufts continued to dominate.
In the top of the fourth
inning, the Jumbos scored
four more runs and solidified their lead over
the Mules. At 10-1 in the
fourth, a comeback was
no longer possible and

a victory for Tufts in the
first of their two games
was decided.
Where game one had
begun with a quick and
decisive lead from Tufts, in
game two the Jumbos had
no such luck. Through the
first four innings, pitchers
Will Cohen ’19 for Colby
and Aidan Tucker for Tufts
held the scoreboard hostage. Neither of the teams’
offenses were able to score
a run. This scoreless beginning was not indicative
of a lack of opportunities
though, and in the first inning Colby left two men
on the bases. In the second
inning, the Mules missed
an opportunity to take
an early lead, leaving the
bases loaded with no runs
to show for it. In the fifth
inning Mitchell and Luliano successfully imitated
their one run from the first
game, and a triple from Luliano gave Colby the lead

for the first and only time
in the two game series.
Up 1-0 in the top of
the sixth inning, the
Mules had their chance
to end the season on
a high note with an
upset victory over the
top ranked Jumbos.
However, Tufts scored
three runs and retook
the lead. In the seventh
and eighth innings, both
teams were once again
scoreless, but the Jumbos
finalized a victory in the
ninth with another four
runs. The final score
was 7-2 after a single by
Mitchell scored Andrew
Sterup ’19.
While the Mules may
have ended their season
with a loss, a noticeable
improvement over their
performance in the first of
the two games should be
an inspiring note for the
team as they look towards
their 2020 season.

